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Creativity

Line Shape/Form Texture

Colour Value/Tone Space

Balance Proportion Emphasis

Rhythm/Movement
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Pattern ContrastRepetition

Elements/Principles
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Composition

Rule of Thirds

Horizontal Vertical

RadialAll Over

Symmetrical Asymmetrical

Centred

Cruciform (or, L Shape)

Carefully consider your composition and 
the use of elements and principles. In 
this example, is there too much? We lose 
sight of the head statue, which could 
have been the focal point. Would it have 
been better to put this in the foreground 
with the blue circles behind, or leave the 
circles out completely?
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Collage Ideas:
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Nifty Fifty1
This simple collage composition strategy will force you to realise the relationships
images can have when montaged next to each other. 
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https://youtube.com/shorts/KfcP15_WObE https://youtube.com/shorts/Mc699CaGzFA

https://youtube.com/shorts/Ao1O7ccVnAw
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Partners
This activity demonstrates that collage works can have connections and relationships 
through theme and imagery.
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https://youtube.com/shorts/n6AsHnMwYwc

https://youtube.com/shorts/2VBHEvWCjIE
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https://youtube.com/shorts/n6AsHnMwYwc
https://youtube.com/shorts/2VBHEvWCjIE
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One Colour
This activity forces you to consider your use of colour to create a collage. 
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https://youtube.com/shorts/D2-zYLMmTaQ https://youtube.com/shorts/twHZ8LPDENQ

https://youtube.com/shorts/ouU10woq3Ac

https://youtube.com/shorts/UZfG4l_0TWkhttps://youtube.com/shorts/_hqWZ3rx9cI
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Cardboard Texture
This collage activity involves manipulating your source material as a textural technique 
for artistic effect and helps you to re-examine the use and possibilities of materials.
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https://youtube.com/shorts/DA5RNg4x1lc https://youtube.com/shorts/4Gu5prW2C7g

! " #

https://youtube.com/shorts/DA5RNg4x1lc
https://youtube.com/shorts/4Gu5prW2C7g


Negative Space
This useful technique will force you to pay attention to negative space and how it can 
be used a collage technique.
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https://youtube.com/shorts/rKK8SYCyBzM

https://youtube.com/shorts/rUJGzhswiAE

https://youtube.com/shorts/rKK8SYCyBzM
https://youtube.com/shorts/rUJGzhswiAE


See ‘scapes
This collage activity allows you to experiment with space 
and implementing a torn or cut paper technique. Each have 
their own personality and texture. 
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https://youtube.com/shorts/HobChD4Cngo

https://youtube.com/shorts/dl3iPLaYYyQhttps://youtube.com/shorts/2PiZIWoSkAk

https://youtube.com/shorts/rItmp4E5uds

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=ef1df84690e2b0f5&rlz=1C5CHFA_enSG915SG916&q=atmospheric+perspective&uds=ADvngMgiPmsFSnX7QtZmBAeJzn8vjv-8ekjcxopqEi6ldw9JZ4GASp1kUPu5er8rNzG5oK1zLKTHkKdCqf8m7c0wRlB4y1y53tSl9HyrCt7yiDa8mKb_vlT_Kt9b8OIadjYdQypmA-xc5dWz9ReDDB2OcLACh9O0Dg181NJRVgWYHztJBYfGBIqAUfXxMZXVkG5Yb3LD7Ic_a3GNQWizn-H2gJmfDUmnH7Vcda4Xcr4E3wSL6Aegm_63xOoLYOH36vhxjJ6MOJRfyV-UlN93keEzrllmwzbFx7Ef1NPTnoUOGcFZDEHMJT1vGWeliRs-rIdMurzMwdy0iNu-xnhClifjhwxpoK3MyA&udm=2&prmd=ivsnbmtz&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj6hKbziJmGAxVK2DgGHd9pC7IQtKgLegQIDBAB
https://youtube.com/shorts/HobChD4Cngo
https://youtube.com/shorts/dl3iPLaYYyQ
https://youtube.com/shorts/2PiZIWoSkAk
https://youtube.com/shorts/rItmp4E5uds
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Strip Slips & Flips
This activity allows you to create and experiment with cutting strips and altering their
position for artistic effect. 
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https://youtube.com/shorts/op3c4JTdVs8https://youtube.com/shorts/CjOPJNacuWw https://youtube.com/shorts/-MYIkdzthFA https://youtube.com/shorts/HocYQUBaQLI

https://youtube.com/shorts/op3c4JTdVs8
https://youtube.com/shorts/CjOPJNacuWw
https://youtube.com/shorts/-MYIkdzthFA
https://youtube.com/shorts/HocYQUBaQLI


Gestalt
This activity demonstrates gestalt, which allows a viewer to 
see a whole, though only certain parts are visible. 
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https://youtube.com/shorts/4ulGIoY50Zw

https://youtube.com/shorts/xEN7SNP9Amw https://youtube.com/shorts/rc6WqQpOR90

https://youtube.com/shorts/TbgmLSI7o0I

https://www.artsy.net/artist/gerald-laing
https://youtube.com/shorts/4ulGIoY50Zw
https://youtube.com/shorts/xEN7SNP9Amw
https://youtube.com/shorts/rc6WqQpOR90
https://youtube.com/shorts/TbgmLSI7o0I


$%$&

Persona
The creative strategies of eliminating, hiding and substituting can help build techniques 
to recontexualise existing images. 
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https://youtube.com/shorts/
h1RhjMn8nZU

https://youtube.com/shorts/zlvPNd-
KdVOI

https://youtube.com/shorts/ND-
QgTUf63RI

https://youtube.com/shorts/GaG-
bLZaE1bQ

https://youtube.com/shorts/_AKGjM3TE_o

https://youtube.com/shorts/SUgcj6EzPXw

https://youtube.com/shorts/9TYQj11NwWU

https://www.google.com/search?q=john+baldessari+dot+portraits&sca_esv=f6f31552386ff1c3&rlz=1C5CHFA_enSG915SG916&udm=2&biw=1292&bih=579&ei=IpCTZtaiFtuI4-EPyNyCwAk&ved=0ahUKEwjWu8GQkqaHAxVbxDgGHUiuAJgQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=john+baldessari+dot+portraits&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiHWpvaG4gYmFsZGVzc2FyaSBkb3QgcG9ydHJhaXRzSJEnULYLWMAicAF4AJABAJgBV6ABugSqAQIxMbgBA8gBAPgBAZgCAqACN8ICChAAGIAEGEMYigXCAgUQABiABJgDAIgGAZIHATKgB_gE&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=f6f31552386ff1c3&rlz=1C5CHFA_enSG915SG916&q=john+stezaker+artwork&uds=ADvngMiDXIDDCkvlvpIoFWU7jBrYPxqiQIKW3gjkpI5pm1EaeP_6spQxB9qW4z-_Ic1raOSSMOuVddDmumM4EJWicXLvdaiZchUeE_wJQbItflRJ-hH8ui5OWgybrrsYoVLawFsR2yPj&udm=2&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwib3PDDkqaHAxVOzDgGHV5gBW0QxKsJegQIDRAB&ictx=0&biw=1292&bih=579&dpr=2.2
https://youtube.com/shorts/h1RhjMn8nZU
https://youtube.com/shorts/h1RhjMn8nZU
https://youtube.com/shorts/zlvPNdKdVOI
https://youtube.com/shorts/zlvPNdKdVOI
https://youtube.com/shorts/NDQgTUf63RI
https://youtube.com/shorts/NDQgTUf63RI
https://youtube.com/shorts/GaGbLZaE1bQ
https://youtube.com/shorts/GaGbLZaE1bQ
https://youtube.com/shorts/_AKGjM3TE_o
https://youtube.com/shorts/SUgcj6EzPXw
https://youtube.com/shorts/9TYQj11NwWU


Number
This activity forces you to apply design elements and principles whilst reconsidering 
your use of forms and layout.
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#) #(https://youtube.com/shorts/IaNXuxrY830https://youtube.com/shorts/Om-zJdNlYOI https://youtube.com/shorts/U3Ub8E1Cd88
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https://youtube.com/shorts/IaNXuxrY830
https://youtube.com/shorts/Om-zJdNlYOI
https://youtube.com/shorts/U3Ub8E1Cd88


Surrealism
This activity asks you to reconsider the context of particular objects and settings, and
to use them in surrealist and creative ways. 
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https://youtube.com/shorts/oHz9Zw3UUbE https://youtube.com/shorts/tF-kBQycpKI

https://youtube.com/shorts/wkwSYAv_IIEhttps://youtube.com/shorts/Qf1kkDTcaXY https://youtube.com/shorts/sQwgVDpKfws

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=f6f31552386ff1c3&rlz=1C5CHFA_enSG915SG916&q=artwork+Salvador+Dali+paintings&uds=ADvngMiyst9y7MZ-o4a0RbQ-3IuXgAIz9hO_llfE97WiGrV7LmduhHiJChIxDGE2DMbgi7x-AlUdbuvI41SC4-hFJQ1RT5mNSiiI5G7J48uuT6OqUgDorrZWgB48ZyBNOmc5tID0B3-nLMu6nmbqvFaVIPvzfhoT3w&udm=2&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi49cmalaaHAxVFoWMGHXSXBzgQxKsJegQICxAB&ictx=0&biw=1292&bih=579&dpr=2.2
https://www.google.com/search?q=artwork+Rene+Magritte+paintings&sca_esv=f6f31552386ff1c3&rlz=1C5CHFA_enSG915SG916&udm=2&biw=1292&bih=579&ei=ZpOTZuGwA8Oa4-EP6YjX8AI&ved=0ahUKEwjh-_-elaaHAxVDzTgGHWnEFS4Q4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=artwork+Rene+Magritte+paintings&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiH2FydHdvcmsgUmVuZSBNYWdyaXR0ZSBwYWludGluZ3NImgtQ1QRY1QRwAXgAkAEAmAEroAErqgEBMbgBA8gBAPgBAvgBAZgCAaACB8ICBRAAGIAEwgIGEAAYCBgemAMAiAYBkgcBMaAHLQ&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://youtube.com/shorts/oHz9Zw3UUbE
https://youtube.com/shorts/tF-kBQycpKI
https://youtube.com/shorts/wkwSYAv_IIE
https://youtube.com/shorts/Qf1kkDTcaXY
https://youtube.com/shorts/sQwgVDpKfws
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Geometric Combos
This activity rearranges images into geometric forms, either individually or through a
combination of two images for artistic effect.
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https://youtube.com/shorts/mAEnLOFZqpk

https://youtube.com/shorts/Fsp5vl1cri0

https://youtube.com/shorts/HsxDd-9hJtY

https://youtube.com/shorts/mAEnLOFZqpk
https://youtube.com/shorts/Fsp5vl1cri0
https://youtube.com/shorts/HsxDd_9hJtY


Designed Graphic
This activity allows you to simplify figures and reconsider how you use colour, shape 
and incorporate design principles within your work.
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https://youtube.com/shorts/fmol8awc9Eo
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Abstract
This activity involves creating an abstract collage with emphasis on developing a
composition strategy and the use of space.
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https://youtube.com/shorts/HLnan5iVMBM
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https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=bf721e085700f33c&rlz=1C5CHFA_enSG915SG916&q=original+mark+rothko+paintings&uds=ADvngMhCXeRUF3hqL-hCyXJpJ7CNv6c0n4GPzfR1j7eXAaa7o_0Lmi8RVS24V6DgRNYGVOgC69Br3a3C_BYB2psiyotB5trKT7r47XphaWNWFVuHDsUJStcqFJ5jk4vXr6PDfF4j7tjY7i05EVSa7j_cm-HKK8j8UQ&udm=2&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwim2Ybs-r-HAxV6yzgGHYcEAAUQxKsJegQIChAB&ictx=0&biw=1272&bih=618&dpr=2.2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJ9T0RF7EI4
https://youtube.com/shorts/HLnan5iVMBM
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Graffiti
Inspired by graffiti, this activity utilises layers of texture, images and mark making,
asking you to carefully consider compositional balance within your work.
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https://youtube.com/shorts/ekxc7MvqO_Ahttps://youtube.com/shorts/SoeO-hmrI64 https://youtube.com/shorts/1FHet43VKtI

https://youtube.com/shorts/ekxc7MvqO_A
https://youtube.com/shorts/SoeO-hmrI64
https://youtube.com/shorts/1FHet43VKtI
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COLLAGE IDEAS:
Prompts & Strategies to Build Your Skills

Art educator Frank Curkovic 
takes you on a collage tour with 
inspirational ideas and examples 
to help develop your own work. 

With basic supplies, materials 
and compositional strategies, 
you will be shown 60 ways to 
start successfully creating and 

exploring the art of collage.
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